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1. AFB Elimination Transformation Programme 

 

The National Compliance Manager has developed a draft AFB Elimination Transformation programme for 

the Board to consider at its June Board meeting. The programme definition document is intended to 

provide a 2-to-3-year roadmap of the strategic initiatives required to address the strategy requirements 

articulated by the Board, inclusive of the proposed amendments to the plan order submitted to the 

Minister for Biosecurity in March 2023.  

 

2. Annual Disease Returns 

The number of beekeepers submitting their Annual Disease Returns is running 2.4% ahead of last year. 

This equates to 6.4% ahead as a percentage of registered beekeepers. 

 

The Management Agency received 36% less incoming phone calls from beekeepers in April/May 2023 than 

the same period in 2022. Support cases lodged by beekeepers in April/May are also down 5% while 

beekeeper HiveHub logins are up 2%. This is presumed to be the benefit of HiveHub implementation 

which is now in its third year, i.e. more beekeepers are now able to log into HiveHub and completing their 

ADR or pay their levy without requesting assistance. 

 

Over 1,000 beekeepers have paid their levy using the new HiveHub “Pay Now” credit card functionality. 

 

3. Certificates of Inspection 

2,646 beekeepers completed a COI prior to 15 December 2022. A further 221 beekeepers have completed 

a late COI up until 29 May 2023. 

 

167 beekeepers owning 853 apiaries have been scheduled for default COI inspections. Default COI 

inspections have been completed for 61 beekeepers owning 226 apiaries. A further 42 of these 

beekeepers submitted a late COI, and 19 did not have colonies. 

 

4. Honey Surveillance 

211 DECA holders reporting significantly less AFB than average were selected for honey surveillance. 

These beekeepers own 448,428 colonies. 

The current status of honey surveillance is as follows: 

• Samples collected: 117 beekeepers 

• Samples still to be collected: 22 beekeepers 

• Laboratory test results provided by beekeeper: 32 beekeepers 

• Laboratory test results still to be provided by beekeeper: 11 beekeepers 

• Did not provide extraction facility details: 12 beekeepers 

• Did not extract honey this season: 17 beekeepers.



 



 

Statistics as at 1 June 2023 

 June 2022/23 June 2021/22 %Change 

Registered beekeepers 9,533 10,170 -6.3% 

Registered apiaries  57,139 61,752 -7.6% 

Colonies on registered apiaries 608,607 736,707 -17.4% 

    

ADRs submitted 7,267 7,099 +2.4% 

ADRs submitted by 1 June 7,267 7,099 +2.4% 

    

COI submitted 2,865 2,830 +1.2% 

COI submitted by 15 December 2,644 2,604 +1.5% 

    

# Registered Beekeepers with DECA 5,066 (53.1%) 5,226 -3.1% 
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